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0.4in.From the INTRODUCTION. IN my own inward history this book ends a painful process of necessary readjustment, and I feel as one who, aCer
much uncertainty, has at last chosen a path that is clear, however diDicult and uninviting in many ways. Thus Father Tyrrell wrote to a friend on
June 27th, 1903, in regard to The Church and the Future, which he had printed privately under the pseudonym Hilaire Bourdon, and which was
being circulated with great reserve and discretion. There was, during his literary career, a short period during which it was necessary that his advice
to those in need should be anonymous or pseudonymous. The reason for this course of action was, as his friends knew, that he was, at that time,
deliberately attempting to accommodate his life to a position which was becoming daily more strained and diDicult. So long as he remained in the
Society of Jesus, he was bound to have regard for the feelings, traditions and oDicial welfare of the order: but, on the other hand, he was pressed by
another and conflicting class of obligations towards those amongst whom his true lot was cast, to whom his service was still more imperatively
owing I speak of those who had turned to him, as they could turn to no other, in their spiritual necessities; of those who had been sent to him, in
many instances, by his ecclesiastical superiors; and who now demanded that they should not be abandoned in the middle of the stream, because
others, sitting comfortably on the bank, disapproved of the make of rope which he was throwing to them. To give some idea of the diDiculties of
this...
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