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as the most powerful woman in the Soviet Union s history profession. These episodes include her husband s arrest, her own exile, and the ruin of
many scholarly colleagues during the Stalinist purges. One particularly interesting part of Pankratova s life was her experience during World War I
in Kazakhstan, in Soviet Central Asia, which led her to champion the national rights of the Kazakhs. Zelnik s last monograph marks his first
examination of issues of ethnicity and nationalism in the Soviet period, and in the Central Asian context in particular.Five essays that address Zelnik
s scholarship as a labor historian who approached the central question of class formation through his investigation of participants personal
experience, as well as his teaching and citizenship, accompany the monograph. Contributors include Laura Engelstein, David A. Hollinger, Benjamin
Nathans, Yuri Slezkine, and Glennys Young. The volume also encompasses excerpts from two Soviet texts, including Pankratova s historic 1956
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